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May 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Senator Chafee. Well, I don’t think we want
to get into this in piecemeal.

The President. We’ll all have more to say.
We want to talk first.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a
meeting with Members of the Senate. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Senate Action on Immigration Legislation
May 2, 1996

The Senate has taken an important step today
by passing with bipartisan support the Immigra-
tion Control and Financial Responsibility Act of
1996, important legislation which ratifies my ad-
ministration’s comprehensive immigration strat-
egy to reverse decades of neglect and restore
the rule of law to our immigration system.

This bill builds upon the historic progress we
are making. Over the last 3 years, I have di-
rected my administration to use every tool at
its disposal to crack down on illegal immigration
and to reintroduce the rule of law at the border
and in the workplace. We have made illegal
crossings at the Southwest border tougher than
ever before by increasing manpower by 50 per-
cent and employing state-of-the-art technology.
We are deporting record numbers of criminal
and other illegal aliens from the United States,
and we have put teeth into our immigration
laws in the workplace. Earlier this year, I signed

an Executive order barring employers who
knowingly hire illegal workers from receiving
Federal contracts.

I am pleased that the Senate has endorsed
our strategy with legislation that answers my
administration’s call for tougher penalties for
alien smugglers, criminal aliens, and manufactur-
ers and sellers of fraudulent documents. The
Senate bill also supports our plan to continue
to increase the size of our Border Patrol and
provides the Justice Department with new tools
to fight illegal immigration. While this bill
strongly supports our enforcement efforts, it still
goes too far in denying legal immigrants access
to vital safety net programs which could jeop-
ardize public health and safety. Some work still
needs to be done. I urge the Congress to move
quickly to finalize and send me this key legisla-
tion.

Statement on the Initiative To Reduce Juvenile Tobacco Use
May 2, 1996

Smoking is a pediatric disease that shows no
sign of abating, in part because young people
are constantly barraged by messages that glam-
our and grit can be found in pack of cigarettes.

My administration has proposed the Nation’s
first comprehensive initiative to reduce chil-
dren’s use of tobacco products. But Government
cannot solve this problem alone. Everybody

must do their share to help parents keep their
kids tobacco-free.

I applaud 3M Media for accepting responsi-
bility for the impact billboards have. We must
all work together to protect our children from
the lures of tobacco.
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